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Memorial dedication offers student involvement 
Last weekend 

proved to be busy for 
students as the 
World War II Memo­
rial dedication 
brought excitement, 
huge crowds, and the 
opportunity to get in­
volved. 

Saturday's events 
started with a parade 
followed by the dedi­
cation of the memo­
rial. Over 4,000 band 
members played in 
the over two-hour 
long procession, in­
cluding the Emerald 
Regiment. 

Avenue to Washing­
ton School with 
American flags in 
one hand and um­
brellas in the other. 

Riggs students 
helped with the me­
morial through pe�­
sonal and organiza­
tional volunteering. 
The large numbers of 
people who attended 
the memorial pre­
sented some parking 
difficulties. 

Brandi Burton, 
sophomore, helped 
move parking signs 
with her dad and co­
workers. 

cation, so I helped 
him out mainly after­
ward directing and . 
keeping things under 
control," said senior 
Jeff Christie. 

Students pitched 
in wherever there 
was a need. Senior 
Rachel Wegman 
helped arrange floats 
for the National 
Guard, delivered wa­
ter from St. Mary's 
Hospital, and helped 
correction officers as­
sign jobs for the in­
mates. 

RIDIN' AROUND ... Seniors Callie Buechler and Evan 
Roth wait to transport veterans at the WWII 
Memorial. (photo by Mallari Barnett) 

Church confirmation 
students sold bottled 
water, while Close­
Up members sold 
WW II Memorial 
prints. 
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"I thought it was 
neat to be a part of 
the largest assembly 
of band members 
ever in the state of 
South Dakota," se­
nior Kendra Drop­
pers said. 

"It felt good doing 
something to help 
out. I was glad I 
could give some­
thing back to the 
community," she 
said. 

"I offered assis­
tance to the elderly 
and chatted with 
them to make them 
feel more comfort­
able," said senior 
Sean Corcoran. Se­
nior Ron Machan 
volunteered at the 
Chamber of Com­
merce information 
booth handing out 

programs and giving 
directions. Future 
Business Leaders of 
America members 
helped at the USO 
tent by dancing and 
spending time with 
the veterans. 

Many organiza­
tions and church 
youth groups found 
that the dedication 
presented an oppor­
tunity for 
f u n d  r a i s i n g .  
Lutheran Memorial 

"The prints were a 
really good idea be­
cause they fit in so 
well with the event," 
said senior Tracy 
Roberts. 

LOST AND FOUND ... Senior Ron Machan helps a 
lost veteran find his way. (photo by Mallari Barnett) 

People lined the 
parade route run­
ning along Capitol 

"My dad was in 
charge of all the 
parking for the dedi-

"It was interest­
ing talking to the vet­
erans about their war 
experiences," senior 

Close-Up member 
Travis Scharnweber 
said. 

"It was a unique 
experience because I 
usually don't get the 

chance to work with 
the older genera­
tion," said senior 
Callie Buechler. 

by Bry Ann Becker 

Ambush!: Students remember the day America was attacked
Most Riggs students and 

teachers will always remember 
exactly where they were the 
moment they heard about the 
terrorist attacks on the morn­
ing of September 11, 2001. 

"Mr. Mickelson came in to 
our room very upset and told 
us that the World Trade Cen­
ter had just been hit and was 
being bombed. We didn't 
know what to think," said se­
nior Gerda Jorgenson. 

Many classrooms had their 
TVs tuned to major news sta­
tions as students watched their 
country being attacked before 
their very eyes. Students also 

clicked onto the Internet to find 
as much information as pos­
sible, which wasn't easy be­
cause the websites were 
jammed with other users. 

Teachers were encouraged 
to tum on their TVs and let the 
students watch. 

"High school students want 
to and should be made aware 
of what is going on in a situa­
tion like this," said principal 
Mike Fugitt. He said the staff 
didn't want the students to 
hear rumors and incomplete 
information. 

President George Bush de­
clared Friday, September 14 a 

national day of prayer and re­
membrance. Riggs High held 
its own special candlelight cer­
emony after the homecoming 
football game. 

"I thought it was good thing 
to do because the terrorist are 
tying to break our country up 
but they are only bringing us 
together," said freshman Joel 
Stars. 

Even though the attack was 
in New York and Washington 
D.C., it still hit close to home
here in South Dakota.

"My uncle was across the 
street when the planes hit the 
World Trade Center. It's kind 

of scary to know that he could 
have been in the building 
when the planes hit," said 
sophomore Whitney Barnett 

The attacks have hit closer 
to home for two seniors. Nick 
Johnson and Andy Heymans, 
both members of the South 
Dakota National Guard, have 
been told by their unit com­
manders to be on alert. 

Johnson and Heymans, 
both 18, are the only two Na­
tional Guardsmen at Riggs 
susceptible to being called to 
duty because of their age. Both 
are to be prepared to leave on 
short notice and be ready for 

whatever occurs. 
"I feel it is an honor to de­

fend this country and am pre­
pared for whatever may hap­
pen," said Heymans. 

'Tm ready and waiting. If 
they call me today, I'm ready 
to go," Johnson said. 

Even through this tragedy, 
students still have high hopes 
for America. 

"I think America will come 
back strong. We have a sturdy 
economy and we will stand to­
gether united through this," 
said senior John Williams. 

by Heather Mangan 







GOVERNOR FEA 
School pride reigns 
through Riggs' halls *HOMEC01'

Students at Riggs always 
look forward to Hornecorn­
ing-w hether it be the big 
game on Friday, the chance to 
show school spirit or just a 
break in the usual school rou­
tine. 

"My favorite part of home­
coming is cruising around in 
govrnobiles," said junior 
Dustin Hight. 

Visitors to Riggs last week 
may have felt oddly out of 
place as many students partici­
pated in the school dress-up 
days. The seniors were allowed 
to relish their authority in black 
on Monday's Color Day, while 
the freshmen in pink won­
dered why they had ever 
wanted to come to high school 
in the first place. 

Tuesday's theme proved to 
be more of a "get-up" than 
dress-up day as students ar­
rived in their pajamas. Cow­
boy or Biker Wednesday al­
lowed students to show which 
"hog" they preferred, while 
Thursday showcased Hawai­
ian leis and army parapherna­
lia. 

"The dress-up day that I 
liked the best was Thursday 
because I think that was the 
day that most people partici­
pated in," said sophomore 
Kelly Johnson. On Friday, St. 
Patrick's Day came early as 
students showed Pierre pride 
in green and white. 

Govrnobiles and floats alike 
filled Thursday afternoon's 
parade with diversity, while 
the Riggs Emerald Regiment 
gave onlookers something to 
cheer about. 

Coronation proved to be an­
other exciting event, especially 
for Homecoming royalty. This 
year's First Lady candidates 
were Cori Bechtold, Carrie 
Gonsor, Arni Hanson, Anita 
Nicholas and Connie Rislov. 
The Governor candidates were 
Pat Adams, Matt Englund, 
Charlie Magedanz, Austin 
Schneider and Brad Wire. 

The Riggs chorus provided 
a song, fall cheerleaders pre­
sented a light show, while the 
coach and captains shared 
their thoughts on the upcorn-

NEW NAMES ... First Lady Carrie Gonsar and Governor Brad Wire accept 
their respective honors. (photo by Gerda forgenson) 

ing game. 
Katie Lakner, the 2000 Riggs 

High First Lady announced 
Brad Wire and Carrie Gonsor 
the 2001 Governor and First 
Lady. Wire and Gonsor started 
the fire in the traditional burn­
ing of the letters on the prac­
tice field, and then were hon­
ored at a pop and popcorn so­
cial held in the lunchroom. 

Many students showed 
their support early on Friday 
by attending the Spirit Break­
fast held from 6:45 to 7:30 a.rn. 
The fall cheerleaders served 
the breakfast of a sweet roll, 
juice, and milk. School was dis­
missed at 1 p.rn. in order for 
students to attend the pep rally. 

Seniors once again showed 
their dominance by giving the 
loudest class cheer and win­
ning the golden plunger in the 
Student Olympics. Events in­
cluded "sumo wrestling," a 
pie-eating contest, and a Gov­
ernor version of chubby bunny. 
Students were also fired up for 
the football game by a song 

from Men @ School. 
The weather may have 

dampened students' clothes 
but not their spirits, as many 
showed their Pierre pride by 
supporting the Governor foot­
ball team. Riggs Emerald Regi­
rnen t provided a half-time 
marching show, which allowed 
time for the Govs to regroup 
for their fight against the Sioux 
Falls Lincoln Patriots. Pierre 
stuck it out until the end, but 
lost 14-21. 

However, life was put into 
perspective during a candle­
light service held after the 
game. Football players, stu­
dents and fans joined together 
to pray for and honor the thou­
sands of Americans who lost 
their lives in Tuesday's terror­
ist attacks. 

Homecoming demon-
strated what great freedoms 
we still have in America and 
how enjoyable it can be to ex­
ercise those freedoms. 

by BryAnn Becker 
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'Goodbye, Kris' 
August 6 was a sad 

day for sports in central 
South Dakota. On that 
day, Kris Stephens 
Kornbaum, who did 
KCCR's play-by-play of 
Governor sports for ten 
years, died of cancer at 
the age of 46. 

He allowed me to sit 
beside him for almost six 
years, learning broadcast 
journalism from him. He 
always treated me like a 
friend, taking me under 
his wing, opening the 
door of opportunity, and 
teaching me the tricks of 
the trade. 

Kris got me my· 
current job at KCCR, 
offering me a chance to 
do color commentary on 
football and baseball 
broadcasts. 

Kris' health troubles 
worsened a year ago 
during the football 
season, as he missed 
three football games on 
the road. 

When he returned on 
homecoming night a year 
ago, it was an emotional 
night for all involved, as 
Kris and Tom Maxwell of 
"SportsMax" and I did 
the game. That was the 
night of "the 
homecoming miracle," 
when Pierre staged an 
unbelievable comeback 
in the closing minutes of 
the game. 

I still have that tape, 
and the one from the next 
week, when Kris and I 
did the Pierre-Rapid City 
Stevens game that Pierre 
won in double overtime. 
In excitement I screamed 

Kris Stephens, 1955-2001 

"O My God!" Kris' 
response? "It's okay to 
say ·uh My!· Just 1eave 
out the big man 
upstairs." 

We worked baseball 
games over this past 
summer, and it was a 
July 2 game that turned 
out to be our last 
together. 

I called him about ten 
days before he died, the 
last time I talked to him, 
and he sounded cheery. 
He made it a point never 
to talk about his 
problems. 

T hat following 
Sunday, I left him a note, 
thanking him for 
everything he had done 
for me. In just a few days, 
he was gone. 

I still think about Kris 
every day, and especially 
when I announce football 
games this fall. 

He taught me that the 
person covering the 
game is not important. 
He taught me to do the 
job fairly and objectively. 
And he showed me that 
if you do the job well, 
people will respect you. 

So long, buddy. You 
will be missed. 

SPORTS GOVERNOR 

Tennis gets new head coach 
The Lady Govs tennis team has 

a new coach-Lisa Blake, a former 
Riggs student. 

After high school, she attended 
the University of South Dakota. 
She enjoys tennis and has been 
playing for 10-12 years. When 
former coach Don Rogers decided 
he wanted to retire from coaching, 
she was glad to step in and help . 

"I knew it would be a little 
tough but a lot of fun as well. I fig­
ured 'why not?' Change is good," 
said Blake. 

"Blake is very enthusiastic, 
supportive and is doing a great job 
of coaching tennis for her first 
year," junior Rachel Zuercher said. 

"Since most of the seniors are 
gone, it has been a little more dif­
ficult to win. Coach Blake does 
things differently than our last 
coach, but we are all rising to the 
challenge," sophomore Kate Wylie 
said. 

Even though the team lost valu­
able players, others have been 
stepping up to fill those positions. 
Junior Chelsey Cox is playing on 

THAT'S THE WAY! ... Tennis coach Lisa Blake instructs freshman Michele Hoscheid on 
proper hitting technique. (Governor photo by Mallari Barnett) 

the team for the first time. 
Cox recently moved here from 

Palm Harbor, Florida, where her 
team won districts and finished 
second in the state. 

"My dad was fairly good at ten­
nis and taught me to play at a 
young age," s<cid Cox. 

Blake is satisfied with her 
team's progress. "Right now we 
have had some trial and error un-

til I get all my girls into their right 
playing positions. As far as pro­
gressing, all the girls have done a 
tremendous job and are really im­
proving," she says. 

Blake says that tennis is all 
about trying your hardest, giving 
the sport your very best and most 
importantly, having fun. 

by Tiffany Murtland 

SCHIEF'S VARSITY SPORTS SCOREBOARD 
Girls Basketball 
Current record: 4-3 
Last game: 45-40 win vs. Huron 
Tuesday 
Next game: Tomorrow at Bran­
don Valley 
Notable performance: Kara 
Kurth had 16 points and seven 
rebounds against Huron 
Coach's comment: "The team is 
getting contributions from ev­
eryone this early in the season" 
-Coach Pat McClemans

Cross Country 
Last event: Saturday at Huron 
Invitational; Boys placed 5th, 
Girls only had four runners. 
Next event: Friday at Rapid 
City Invitational 
Notable performances: Harry 
Decker placed 10th in Huron; 
Whitney Barnett finished 16th, 
Sasha Kean 18th 
Coach's comment: "Harry 
Decker is steadily improving. 
Whitney and Sasha are compet­
ing well and learning to race 
together"-Coach Bruce 
Venner 

Football 
Current record: 1-4 
Last game: 21-14 Homecoming 
loss to Sioux Falls Lincoln 
Next game: Tomorrow at Mitchell 
Notable performances: Tyler Prue 
has rushed for over 100 yards in 
three straight games; Pat Adams 
broke Justin Briese's career tackle 
mark Friday 
Coach's comment: "We are finally 
beginning to play as a team, and 
we will be in contention at the end 
of the season-I guarantee it" 
Coach Chad Gusso 

Boys Golf 
Last event: Monday in 
Watertown 
Next event: ESD meet tomorrow 
in Huron 
Notable performance: Zach Vogt 
shot a 79 in Aberdeen last 
Saturday, earning fifth place 
Coach's comment: "We have 
been improving each meet and 
gaining valuable experience 
needed to compete at state 
level" -Coach Todd Bohls 

G iris Soccer 
Last game: Saturday, September 
8th, lost 5-3 to Sioux Falls Wash­
ington 
Next event: Tomorrow, Satur­
day September 22, here versus 
Aberdeen 
Notable performances: Jena 
Forsch and Aubrey Hunt are the 
leading scorers. Liz Kirk and 
Carrie Schlaak have had numer­
ous assists from their midfield 
positions 
Coach's comment:" All the girls 
are finally beginning to play as 
a team" -Coach Kevin Forsch 

Girls Tennis 
Last event: Thursday, Septem­
ber 13; RC Central; 4-5 loss 
Next event: Tuesday hosting 
Sturgis 
Notable perfol'mances: 
Hannah Bloomberg and Kate 
Wiley are playing really well as 
the number one doubles team. 

compiled by Jenna 
Schiefelbein 








